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DISASTER COUNT FEMA HM + PA CDBG-DR

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA

5 $30,061,453 --

PUERTO RICO 11 $21,420,790,145 $20,408,072,230

VIRGIN ISLANDS 2 $3,079,753,522 $1,849,677,884

GUAM 5 $1,479,822 $36,212,167

SAMOA 3 $12,172,340 $24,509,000

NORTHERN MARIANA 
ISLAND

4 $339,259,996 $270,549,000

DISASTER OCCURRENCES FOR 
U.S. TERRITORIES 2011-2023

Federal disaster programs extend beyond the 50 
states, including participation by tribes and U.S. 
territories both before and after disasters. From 2011 
to 2023, substantial allocations have been made to U.S. 
territories and the District of Columbia, reflecting their 
growing involvement in disaster recovery efforts.

A significant milestone occurred in 2013, when 
President Obama signed the Sandy Recovery 
Improvement Act, amending the Stafford Act to allow 
federally recognized Indian tribal governments to 
request disaster declarations independently of states. 
Tribal governments may still opt to seek assistance 
under state declarations, but since this amendment, 
eight of the twenty-one federally recognized 

tribal governments have received direct disaster 
declarations. However, most of these declarations 
provided only Individual Assistance (IA), with the 
exception of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Nation in Washington State, which received FEMA 
Hazard Mitigation (HM) and Public Assistance (PA) funds 
totaling $210,000.

Territories such as Guam and the Northern Mariana 
Islands have also been active in recent years. For 
example, both territories received disaster declarations 
for Tropical Storm Bolaven in October 2023. FEMA 
continues to update its disaster declaration records 
regularly to ensure affected areas receive the 
necessary support.

IMAGE RIGHT: EL MANÍ IN MAYAGÜEZ, PUERTO RICO AFTER HURRICANE MARIA (SEPTEMBER 20, 2017) | NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
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Source: FEMA data from iParametrics,
TIGER/Line Shapefiles from U.S. Census

All districts and islands in 
American Samoa have had 
recent disasters between 2011 
and 2023, with a total of 3 
disasters.

FEDERALLY DECLARED MAJOR DISASTERS BY COUNTY (2011-2023)

american samoaamerican samoa
SWAINS ISLAND

WESTERN DISTRICT

EASTERN DISTRICT MANU’A DISTRICT

ROSE ISLAND
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Source: FEMA data from iParametrics,
TIGER/Line Shapefiles from U.S. Census

All of District of Columbia 
have had recent disasters 
between 2011 and 2023, with a 
total of 5 disasters.

FEDERALLY DECLARED MAJOR DISASTERS BY COUNTY (2011-2023)

district of columbiadistrict of columbia
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Source: FEMA data from iParametrics,
TIGER/Line Shapefiles from U.S. Census

All of Guam have had recent 
disasters between 2011 
and 2023, with a total of 5 
disasters.

FEDERALLY DECLARED MAJOR DISASTERS BY COUNTY (2011-2023)
guamguam
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Source: FEMA data from iParametrics,
TIGER/Line Shapefiles from U.S. Census

3 islands representing 75% 
of Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands have 
had recent disasters between 
2011 and 2023.

Rota, Saipan and Tinian island 
each have the highst number 
of major disaster declarations 
in the territory, with a total 
of 4.

FEDERALLY DECLARED MAJOR DISASTERS BY COUNTY (2011-2023)

northern northern 
mariana islandsmariana islands

SAIPAN ISLAND

TINIAN ISLAND
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Source: FEMA data from iParametrics,
TIGER/Line Shapefiles from U.S. Census
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disaster 

declarations

All municipalities in Puerto 
Rico have had recent 
disasters between 2011 and 
2023.

Orocovis and Utuado 
municipality each have the 
highest number of major 
disaster declarations in the 
territory, with a total of 7.

FEDERALLY DECLARED MAJOR DISASTERS BY COUNTY (2011-2023)
puerto ricopuerto rico
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declarations

Source: FEMA data from iParametrics,
TIGER/Line Shapefiles from U.S. Census

All islands in U.S. Virgin Islands 
have had recent disasters 
between 2011 and 2023, with a 
total of 2 disasters.

FEDERALLY DECLARED MAJOR DISASTERS BY COUNTY (2011-2023)

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDSU.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

SAINT THOMAS

SAINT CROIX

SAINT JOHN
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