
 
For more information 

Amy Chester, Rebuild by Design: media@rebuildbydesign.org 
Institute for Public Knowledge, New York University 

 
NEW REPORT SHOWS THAT MASSACHUSETTS EXPERIENCED 11 MAJOR DISASTERS 

BETWEEN 2011-2024, CALLS FOR NEW DEDICATED STATE FUNDING SOURCE FOR 
CLIMATE INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 
Recent extreme weather events add to a trend of increasing climate disasters that touch every 

corner of the state––costing taxpayers millions. 
 

 
​
December 10, 2025 | Rebuild by Design releases the Atlas of Disaster: Massachusetts, a report 
on Massachusetts' recent history of disasters and opportunities to build storm resilience, 
alongside a statewide legislative representative search tool that connects residents to the state 
and federal officials responsible for advancing climate resilience. 
 
The analysis finds that Massachusetts has experienced 11 federally declared disasters 
between 2011 and 2024, costing taxpayers more than $541 million dollars. Bristol and Suffolk 
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Counties experienced eight disasters, the highest in the state. Norfolk and Worcester 
experienced seven disasters, while Barnstable, Essex, Middlesex, and Plymouth counties tied 
with six disasters.  

 
Among the 11 major declared disasters, seven involved flooding, highlighting the state’s acute 
and persistent flood risk. Flooding is expensive for both individuals and the government––as 
critical infrastructure including schools, hospitals, highways, and utilities find themselves 
increasingly located in flood plains.  
 
"Massachusetts is already feeling the effects of stronger storms, rising seas, and aging 
infrastructure," said Amy Chester, Director of Rebuild by Design. "We cannot wait for 
another crisis to unlock the funds that are needed to support physical, social, and economic 
resilience in the face of worsening climate impacts.” 
 
To ensure a livable future, it is crucial that the State of Massachusetts secures sustainable, 
long-term funding for climate adaptation infrastructure that will serve as a catalyst to support 
innovative, data-driven, and community-led approaches to address climate risk. Rebuild by 
Design calls for new, long-term, funding sources for climate adaptation such as upgrades to 
sewer infrastructure, raising roads, helping communities move from high risk areas and in place 
using the land to create green buffers to reduce risk, and premature death from extreme 
weather events.  
 
“Massachusetts leads on climate resilience, but without sufficient funding we risk falling short. 
The MassReady Act is a step forward, yet broader financing options are essential. Every $1 
invested in resilience yields $13 in benefits. We appreciate the Healey-Driscoll administration’s 
proposals and applaud Rebuild By Design for advancing the broader funding strategies outlined 
in the Commonwealth’s Resilient Mass Finance Strategy Report.”––Steve Long, Director of 
Policy and Partnerships, The Nature Conservancy in Massachusetts  
 
Recommendations include creating new sources of dedicated funding through:  

●​ a bond act (Mass Ready) 
●​ surcharges on certain types of insurance coverage (Sustainable and Equitable Fund for 

Climate Change Adaptation & Mitigation) 
●​ a dedicated portion of sales tax revenue (An Act Providing Nature for All) 
●​ a real estate transfer fee (The AHEAD Act) 
●​ a climate superfund act (An Act Establishing a Climate Change Superfund) 

 
The report also calls on the State to leverage funds to create better infrastructure that is built to 
withstand extreme weather events for its lifespan and is designed to address both physical and 
social vulnerabilities.  
 
The report comes on the heels of the release of Rebuild by Design’s Atlas of Inspiration––a 
growing collection of climate infrastructure projects, planning strategies, and funding 
approaches that are already advancing local climate adaptation. The collection features local 
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projects like the Island End River Coastal Flood Resilience Project, Fisher Elementary School, 
Moakley Park, and the MBTA Blue Line Tunnel Airport Portal Flood Protection Project, 
demonstrating the opportunity for broader investments in resilient infrastructure.  
 
If you would like to be briefed on the report, please reach out to media@rebuildbydesign.org 
 
---- 
Rebuild by Design is housed at the Institute for Public Knowledge at NYU and works with 
communities and local governments to co-design policies, projects, and programs to adapt to 
the worsening impacts of extreme weather.  
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