How to get involved and why your voice matters
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Overview

» Context and process

« USACE Projects in & out of region

« Why weigh in, how, and when?

« What advocates have pushed for to date
* National policy changes

* Next steps




What’s happening overall, and where does this fit in?
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 Emergency preparedness & response
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Environmental Bond Act of 2022

* Funding
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USACE Process

We are here

USACE SMART PLANNING FEASIBILITY STUDY PROCESS > TYPICALLY UP TO 36 MONTHS
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Advocates have proposed extending this period, with
more public engagement and an interim release of a
refined TSP based on public input before finalizing




USACE Projects in the region
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USACE flood control projects in other regions




USACE flood control projects in other regions

Miami-Dade




Why your voice is important
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You Are Here
and Looking West
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How we’ve engaged thus far

@uongress of the fnited States
Washington, BE 20515

Jamie Pinkham

 Water Resources Development Act T

441 G Street NW
‘Washington, DC 20314-1000

authorization

Dear Deputy Assistant Secretary Pinkham.

In the Water Resources Development Act of 2020 (WRDA 2020). the Rise to Resilience

« Organizing around aligned priorities e T e
« Advocated for resources for USACE research

& development
* Research: equity and natural approaches in

cost-benefit analyses

that could help secure the protection of millions of residents in the New York-New Jersey




Priorities expressed by advocates

* Robust, iterative public engagement process, responsive to the
needs of communities most impacted

« Multiple flood hazards

 Phased approach

« Holistic lens of racial, economic, and ecological impact & equity




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
CIVIL WORKS
108 ARMY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON DC 20310-0108

National policy

15 March 2022

« Consideration of multiple
beneflts In COSt beneflt MEVORANDUM FOR COMMANDING GENERAL, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF

a n a IyS i S SUBJECT: Implementation of Environmental Justice and the Justice40 Initiative
* Justice 40 Initiative Ay Cors ofEnginers (USACE) Ch itk presams rted o e mpemrtaton
« \Water Resources

Development Act

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
CIVIL WORKS
108 ARMY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON DC 20310-0108

5 January 2021

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDING GENERAL, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

SUBJECT: POLICY DIRECTIVE - Comprehensive Documentation of Benefits in Decision
Document

1. Purpose. This memorandum issues policy direction on the comprehensive assessment
and documentation of benefits in the conduct of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
water resources development project planning. This policy updates current procedures, and
emphasizes and expands upon policies and guidance to ensure the USACE decision
framework considers, in a comprehensive manner, the total benefits of project alternatives,
including equal consideration of economic, environmental and social categories. This
directive pertains to pre- and post-authorization decision documents (reports), as well as

Athar danician Adantimants annrauad tindar dalanatad antharitiae  In additian tha dirantiva



« Connect with other groups — Rise to Resilience!
« Comment (see also NPCA's How to Comment 101 on 2/9)
Kboicourt@edf.org
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